MERIDEN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

APRIL 2018
1947 - 2018

OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS, MERIDEN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB,

POB 583, MERIDEN CT 06450
PRES WI1KKF BILL WAWRZENIAK VP N1API AL KAISER SECT KC1SA STEVE ALLEN
TRES K1WJL DAVE SWEDOCK S.A.M. K1IRCT ROB CICHON

ALL MEETINGS ARE AT THE EOC / HOPE HILL FIREHOUSE
143 HOPE HILL ROAD, WALLINGFORD

1%

z YW
% LY

=

(4 TR e Wal!i‘h:'gfdrd Pyblic.-.Wo.\rké‘?making a path to Field Day
) BN ~ (InJune fi -Whose taking bets???)

e AV . o .

KEY KLIX EDITOR
DAVE SWEDOCK K1WwJL
DSWEDOCK@GMAIL.COM
203 235-8582
1



|
Activity Nights & Events, |
Ed W1YSM |

|

April - AAGE, Martin Ewing wil!/l present SDIiQ
May - Digital Modes 101 JT65, FT -8 Rob K1RCT
June - Antennae and SWR measurements John K1VDF |
July - Lark in the Park  John N1GNV I
August T Jeopardy for Hams John K1LYP |
September 8 EMP & Faraday Cages 8 Shocking K1SKL I
October & ECHOLINK & irlp K1LHO |
Novemberd  Cancelled for Turkey Day I
December & Christmas Party @ Serafinobs I
WE ARE TAKING REQUEST & OFFERS FOR 2019 :

Business Meeting Thursday April 12, 7:30pm at the Wifd EOC
We may possibly get a look at the Constitution & Bylaws committees proposed new version.

Activity Meeting Thursday April 26, 7:30pm at the Wifd EOC
SDR6 S or Software Defined Radio by AA6E Martin EwWwi
for Engineering at Yale, where he was president of the W1YU club. Previously, he was a senior research
engineer at Caltech in Radio Astronomy after receiving a PhD at MIT and a BA at Swarthmore College. His
ham radio career began in 1957 as K5SMXF, but he has also held the calls WAL1OCT, WB6YBQ, and
VK2ERX. Martin has written numerous articles and reviews for QST, and he volunteers at the ARRL Lab.
He is a "casual" HF DXer, often working FT8. His current technical interests are computing and software
defined radio.

Saturday Morning sessions at the EOC..

Huge success as all kinds of activities going on from educational help with the tests, to operating the
bands. The VE Session |l ast month was a huge success
3 upgrades, two to General Kristen KC1ISI and Matt KC1IIL and new member John Pancoast KC 1IYC to
Extra class. Jeff NLAKN did his first VE Session as a VE.Congratulations to all..

Membership
At the March business meeting, new member John Pancoast KC1lYC was voted in and welcomed.

We had 17 non renewed memberships expired that on March 1. Membership now at 79



Ray Irwin, MSEE 1977, WA1FFT, born at Lincoln, RI, is an active ham
involved with such on -air activities as 3905 Century Club, former net control op and now working toward
master rating, OMISS, ECARS, special events, and is also a VE. His first exposure to shortwave radio
came at a young age while helping his family in the radio and TV business.
He earned his novice radio operator license (WAL1CRJ) at age 13, and built an AM transmitter using
parts scrounged from the storebds service department.
57 receiver, from a | ocal ham, and afterward that hams
article, paying $15.00 for each. His current equipment consists of: TS 590S, SB -101, KNWD 480SAT, TMD
710 for 2 and 440 meters, Ameritron 811, an MFJ versa tuner, and a TS 480 tucked away in his grab and go
kit. For CW Ray uses a J -38 straight key and a Vibroplex bug. His antennas consist of a horizontal 80 thru
10M loop, 40/80 dipole, and a 20 meter dipole. He is very pleased with Max -Gain telescopic fiberglass
poles for antenna supports.
Ray was career military having worked in Military Intelligence, Army Security Agency, and the
Signal Corp, having attained the rank of Captain. He has an extensive background in Electronic Warfare
Systems, Night Vision & Electronic Sensors, and Radar Countermeasures, to name a few. Recently, he
developed a method for defeating | EDb&ds (i mprovised exp
Ray enjoys the camaraderie of MARC, and looks forward to participating in the many activities the
club offers. After traveling the world, Ray and his wife Kristina how call North Haven home.

Editors Note: Ray had submitted this last month and | am inserting it with his WB1GYZ File article...

Given the warm weather (In Feb), Ray Irwin, WALFFT, did some antenna work,
The picture is of a Max -Gain fiber glass push up pole that is set to about 32 feet. The top has both an 80
and 40 meter dipole tied to a balum at  about 30 feet. The second antenna just below is a 20 meter dipole.
All the antennas are "Inverted V". The 80/40 is oriented nearly N/S and the 20M is E/W.
For inverted "V" it is recommend that the length be 5% shorter. Note the coil of coax on the top 80/40, plus
a second coil at the base of the pole. The 20M has an Alpha Delta center connector, that will also get a
current balum at the next warm day. The 80/40 antennas are tied to a tree at one end and a tree plus a 20
foot piece of bamboo at the other. Let me know if you want some 20 ft bamboo. | have a lot of it. Ugg. The
VSWR on the 80 is centered at the top end as | work a couple of nets between 3.8 and 3.95. The 40 still
needs some wire added to the ends. I'm thinking that by connecting both the 80 and 40 to the same balum,
it has raised the resonance to the 40 by about 0.2 MHz. For now it has a VSWR of 2.0 where my 40M nets
are, and that will get fixed at the next warn weekend. The 20M is below 3.0 across the whole band. So how
did it work? Well last night on 40M, | was 55 to 59 for TX, FL, Ml, WI, TN and OH. On 80M | worked some AM
and SSB into upper NY and PA. Next issue, I'll go into some tricks on one time adjusting the dipole length
and a way to mix coax lengths and velocity factors to get that lambda over 2 electrical length to match your
dipole to your rig.



Cheshire MS Walk

On Sunday April 22, 2018 the annual Cheshire MS walk will take place starting at Cheshire High school.
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/T...r id=29743

Every year the MARC/ARES provides communications for the non profit charity event, and our services have
been requested again for 2018. We need volunteer communicators to staff the water stations, straggler bus,
and other points along the route.

Race registration is at 9 AM and the walk starts at 10. Most everyone secures before noon.

Operators are expected to be on scene by 8 AM for assignment and deployment. Please bring a 2 meter HT
with a decent antenna and/or a 2 meter mobile. Douglas WA1SFH has volunteered to be net control again
from the high school cafeteria.

If you have a yellow reflective ARES vest, please bring it. Tactical call signs will be used

(example: Base, this is water station one). Operations with be on the 147.36 club repeater.

This is a fun event with over 2000 participants in the walk in 2017.

If you can help out, see me at the next club meeting, or reply here or to my email: kbljl@outlook.com
Thanks

Eric KB1JL

Editors Note: This event has passed but | was so
impressed with their enthusiasm that I re  -posted it
here for your review, Congrats to the W1YU group..

Steve KC1SA gave a very informative
presentation on DMR at the March Meeting
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